
 

 
 
 

 
Year 1 

History Knowledge & Skills Progression 
 

 Chronological Understanding Knowledge & Understanding of 
past events; people and change in 

the past 

Historical Enquiry & 
Interpretation 

 

Autumn 
 

Comparing Toys 
 
 

Describe things that happened to 
themselves and other people in the 
past. 
 
Order a set of events or objects. 
 
Use a timeline to place important 
events. 
 
Use words and phrases such as: now, 
yesterday, last week, when I was 
younger, a long time ago, a very long 
time ago, before I was born. When my 
parents/carers were young. • Can they 
say why a story is set in they think a 
story was set in the past? 

Recall some facts about people/events 
before living memory. 
 
Say why people may have acted the way 
they did. 
 
Understand the impact they have had on our 
lives today. 

Identify different ways in which the past is 
represented 
 
Explore events, look at pictures and ask 
questions i.e, “Which things are old and 
which are new?” or “What were people 
doing?” 
 
Look at objects from the past and ask 
questions i.e, “What were they used for and 
why?  
 
Can they answer questions using artefacts? 
 
Look at books, videos, photographs, 
pictures and artefacts to find out about the 
past. Eg The toys that their 
grandparents/parents played with. 

Spring 
 

Great Explorers 
 
 
 

Summer 
 

Kings and Queens  
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

  
Year 2 

History Knowledge & Skills Progression 
 

 Chronological Understanding Knowledge & Understanding of 
past events; people and change in 

the past 

Historical Enquiry & 
Interpretation 

 

Autumn 
 

Local History 
 

Use words and phrases eg When I was 
younger, before I was born 
 
Use words and phrases eg: before, 
after, now, then, past, present. 
 
Use past and present correctly in their 
learning. 
 
Sequence a set of events in 
chronological order and give reasons. 
 
Sequence the life of a famous person ; 
Samuel Pepys 
 
Sequence a set of objects in 
chronological order and give reasons. 
 
Work out how long ago an event 
happened. 

Recount the life of a famous person from Gt 
Britain/Liverpool who lived in the past and 
focussing on what they did earlier and then 
later. 
 
Explain why in the past someone acted like 
they did. 
 
Explore why their local area is associated with 
a special historical event. 
 
What is meant by democracy and why is it a 
good thing? 

Use an information book to find out about 
the past. 
 
Research the life of a famous Britain from 
the past. 
 
Find out about someone from the local area 
using the internet and other sources.  
 
Explore why Britain has some famous 
history by naming famous people and 
famous events e.g. Great Fire of London.  
 
Explain how their local area was different in 
the past. 

Spring 
 

The Great Fire of 
London 

 
Summer 

 
History Makers 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Year 3 
History Knowledge & Skills Progression 

 
 Chronological Understanding Knowledge & Understanding of 

past events; people and change in 
the past 

Historical Enquiry & 
Interpretation 

 

Autumn 
 

The Stone Age 
 

Understand and explain words like AD, 
BC, decade, ancient, century and have 
knowledge of periods in history, 
working out just how long ago it was. 
 
Describe events from the past using 
dates. 
 
Use a time line to show how specific 
things happened in order 

Understand that EARLY BRITS did not 
communicate or eat the way we do today.  
 
Begin to picture what life was like for EARLY 
BRITS. 
 
Recall, remember and understand why things 
happened and why certain people in history 
acted the way they did. 
 
Recognise and understand and remember that 
the lives of wealthy people were very different 
than poor people. 
 
Understand how items found from the past 
help us build up an accurate picture of how 
people in the past lived. 

To know the importance of Archaeologists 
in history i.e. discovering Tutankhamen’s 
tomb. 
 
Use various sources of evidence to find out 
what happened. 
 
Research and remember a specific event 
from the past. 
 
Use their information writing skills when 
writing about historical information. 
 
Identify similarities and differences 
between periods of history. 
 
Use specific search engines to support their 
information finding in history. 
 
 

Spring 
 

Egyptians 
 

 
 

Summer 
 

Railways & The 
Industrial Revolution 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 Year 4 
History Knowledge & Skills Progression 

 
 Chronological Understanding Knowledge & Understanding of 

past events; people and change in 
the past 

Historical Enquiry & 
Interpretation 

 

Autumn 
 

The Romans 
 

Describe events from the past using 
dates. 
 
Plot recent history on a timeline 
chronologically showing centuries and 
periods of time, relating and 
remembering to other periods of 
history they know. 
 
Build a picture of what happened in 
Britain/ the world during the main 
centuries. 
 
 

Be aware that Britain has been invaded by 
several different groups over time. 
 
Recall, remember and understand how 
invaders would have fought fiercely. 
 
Appreciate why Britain would have been an 
important country to invade and conquer.  
 
Understand that wars lasted for a long time 
and invaders would have been homesick. 
 
How has the past shaped their lives. 
 
Remember that wars started a long time ago 
and are often associated with religious 
differences and invasion. 

Research two versions of the same event 
and say how they differ. 
 
Research and remember how life was life 
for a child from the past and use 
photographs and illustrations to present 
their work. 
 
Know and understand, remember, how 
people in the past cooked and travelled 
differently and used different weapons than 
ours. 
 
Use their information writing skills when 
writing about historical information. 
 

Spring 
 

The Anglo Saxons 
 

Summer 
 

The Vikings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Year 5 
History Knowledge & Skills Progression 

 
 Chronological Understanding Knowledge & Understanding of 

past events; people and change in 
the past 

Historical Enquiry & 
Interpretation 

 

Autumn 
 

The Shang Dynasty 
 

Uses timelines to place and sequence 
local, national and international 
events. 
 
Sequences historical periods.  
 
Describes events using words and 
phrases such as: century, decade, BC, 
AD, after, before, during, Tudors, 
Stuarts, Victorians, era, period. 
 
Identifies changes within and across 
historical periods. 

Identifies some social, cultural, religious and 
ethnic diversities of societies studied in Britain 
and wider world. 
 
Gives some causes and consequences of the 
main events, situations and changes in the 
periods studied.  
 
Identifies changes and links within and across 
the time periods studied.  

Uses documents, printed sources, the 
internet, databases, pictures, photos, music, 
artefacts, historic buildings and visits to 
collect information about the past. 
 
Asks a range of questions about the past. 
 
Chooses reliable sources of evidence to 
answer questions. 
 
Realises that there is often not a single 
answer to historical questions. 
 
Looks at different versions of the same 
event and identifies differences in the 
accounts. 
 
Gives clear reasons why there may be 
different accounts of history. 
 
Knows that people (now and in past) can 
represent events or ideas in ways that 
persuade others 

Spring 
 

Ancient Greeks 
 

Summer 
 

Victorian Liverpool 
 

 

 

 

 



 Year 6 
History Knowledge & Skills Progression 

 
 Chronological Understanding Knowledge & Understanding of 

past events; people and change in 
the past 

Historical Enquiry & 
Interpretation 

 

Autumn 
 

World War 2 
 

Uses timelines to place events, periods 
and cultural movements from around 
the world. 
 
Uses timelines to demonstrate 
changes and developments in culture, 
technology, religion and society. 
 
Uses these key periods as reference 
points: BC, AD Romans, Anglo-Saxons, 
Tudors, Stuarts, Georgians, Victorians 
and Today. 
 
Describes main changes in a period in 
history using words such as: social, 
religious, political, technological and 
cultural. 
 
Names date of any significant event 
studied from past and place it correctly 
on a timeline. 

Chooses reliable sources of factual evidence 
to describe: houses and settlements; culture 
and leisure activities; clothes, way of life and 
actions of people; buildings and their uses; 
people’s beliefs, religion and attitudes; things 
of importance to people; differences between 
lives of rich and poor. 
 
Identifies how any of above may have 
changed during a time period. 
 
Gives own reasons why changes may have 
occurred, backed up with evidence. Shows 
identified changes on a timeline. 
 
Describes similarities and differences between 
some people, events and objects studied.  
 
Describes how some changes affect life today.  
 
Makes links between some features of past 
societies. 

Identifies and uses different sources of 
information and artefacts. 
 
Evaluates the usefulness and accurateness 
of different sources of evidence. 
 
Selects the most appropriate source of 
evidence for particular tasks. 
 
Forms own opinions about historical events 
from a range of sources. 
 
Understands that the past has been 
represented in different ways. 
 
Suggests accurate and plausible reasons for 
how/why aspects of the past have been 
represented and interpreted in different 
ways. 
 
Knows and understands that some evidence 
is propaganda, opinion or misinformation 
and that this affects interpretations of 
history. 

Spring 
 

The Aztecs 
 

Summer 
 

Crime & Punishment 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


