
Classifying Organisms

Learning Objective: 
To be able to identify and classify organisms 
in the local area. 
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We have learnt a 
lot about 

classifying 
different types of  
organisms! What 

can you remember 
about different 

groups of  animals, 
plants and micro-

organisms? 
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Today we are going to be exploring our 
local area to see what kind of  organisms 

there are and what they are like. 

What kind of  
animals 

would you 
expect to 

see? 

What kind of 
micro-

organisms 
would you 
expect to 

see? 

What kind of  plants would 
you expect to see? 
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When you are looking at the plants and animals in the 
local area, you might not know straight away what each 

one is called. There are so many different types of  trees, 
flowers and insects, for example, that sometimes you will 

need to do some research to identify what you see. 

To do this, you will need to 
gather some evidence so that 

you can remember the features 
of  the organism. As long as 

you handle them carefully and 
put them back in their habitat, 

you can gather samples of  
insects and other small 

animals so you can research 
them in the classroom. 
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You can also take a magnifying glass with you to study 
the organisms more closely. You can take photos too. If  

you don’t have a camera, you can draw labelled 
diagrams of  the organisms. This is sometimes more 
useful than a photo as you can write notes about the 
features which you might not otherwise remember. 
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There are so many different types of  trees and plants 
that it is sometimes really hard to tell them apart. 

Collecting leaf  samples is a good way to identify an 
unknown tree as all leaves are different. If  you can, 
collect leaves that have already fallen from the tree. 

However, it is important 
not to pick wild flowers. 

They are delicate and need 
to stay in their habitat. You 

can take photos or draw 
diagrams though! 

http://www.planbee.com
http://www.planbee.com


www.planbee.com

Once you are back in the 
classroom, if  you need to 

find out what certain 
organisms are called, you 
can use lots of  different 

sources of  information to 
help you out. There are 

books with detailed 
illustrations to help you 

identify plants and animals. 
There are also lots of  

databases on the internet 
which can help you identify 
anything you are not sure 
about. You can always ask 

a friend too! 

Good 
luck! 
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